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With deep sadness and disbelief, we have received the news that prof. Joep Lange 
and Jacqueline van Tongeren have passed away in the tragic accident involving the 
Malaysian Airline plane over the Ukraine. They were traveling together to the Inter-
national AIDS Conference in Melbourne, Australia. Our sympathy goes out to Joep’s 
children, the families of Jacqueline and Joep, their friends and colleagues.

Joep Lange, professor of infectious diseases, had a long history with the Academic 
Medical Center (AMC) in Amsterdam. Since 1983, he worked as a specialist of inter-
nal medicine and a scientist deeply involved in the evolving AIDS epidemic. He was 
one of the key global figures in the AIDS research. After a short time at the WHO in 
Geneva as Chief of Clinical Research and Drug Development at the Global Program 
on AIDS, he returned to Amsterdam where he continued with great enthusiasm, 
vision and pioneering spirit in the fight against AIDS and other infectious diseases 
in developing countries. Joep was a person who knew no barriers; he was a great 
inspiration for anyone who wanted to contribute to fighting the tragedy of AIDS in 
Africa and Asia. Among other things he started PharmAccess and he was the foun-
dation of the Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development (AIGHD), a 
cooperation from the AMC, the University of Amsterdam and the Vrije Universitieit 
Amsterdam. He was also one of the founders of the Health Insurance Fund. One of 
his highest achievements professionally was the presidency of the International 
Aids Society. It was especially in this period that he found support and a reliable 
companion in Jacqueline van Tongeren as she set up many initiatives which grew 
into her role at AIGHD as director of communications. Through her earlier experi-
ence as nurse for patients with HIV-AIDS was she at home in this field. 

We are completely devastated from this news and we shall miss these very special 
people.

In the name of the Board of Directors and colleagues from the AMC and AIGHD,

Prof. Dr. M. M. Levi


